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WORSHIP
Sunday
10.30am

5

4.00pm
Sunday
10.30am

12

5.00pm

DECEMBER
2 SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Jennifer Potter
Messy Church in Church
GIFT SERVICE
(please see p.6)
All Age Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Choi
Cafe Worship on Zoom and in Church
nd

19

4th SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Mr Paul Parkinson
Carols by Candlelight on Zoom and in Church

Friday
5.00pm

24

CHRISTINGLE
All Age Worship on Zoom and in Church

Saturday
10.30am

25

CHRISTMAS DAY
All Age Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Choi

Sunday
10.30am
5.00pm

THERE WILL BE NO WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH ON BOXING DAY,
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER. There will be a Circuit YouTube service and the
link will be shared via the weekly email with the Keeping in Touch sheet.
ADVENT AND NEW YEAR DATES
Tuesdays
7.30pm

{30 Nov}
7,14,21 Dec Advent Course on Zoom

Saturday
4 Dec &
12 noon-5pm 8 Jan

Relax and Create at Church

Sat 10.30am12 noon

11 Dec

Croydon Food Bank collection and Christmas
Tree decorating – refreshments available

Saturday
10.00am

18 Dec

Monday
7.00pm

20 Dec

Friday
10.30am

21 Jan

Leaf Luggers’ work morning at Church
Carol singing around the local area: meet at
Church
Encountering God in the Bible – monthly
bible study

2

WORSHIP
JANUARY
Sunday
10.30

2

Sunday
10.30am

9

Sunday
10.30am

16

5.00pm
Sunday
10.30am
4.00pm
Sunday
10.30am

Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Mrs Ruby Koomson

23

All Age Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Dr Leslie Griffiths
COVENANT SERVICE
Holy Communion on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Choi
Cafe Worship on Zoom and in Church
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Pam Clews
Messy Church in Church

30
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Revd Stephen Day

Christ Church worship takes place at 10.30am on Sundays in Church or
via Zoom – the links are on the email sending out the weekly Keeping in Touch
sheet. If you worship by landline and wish to join a breakout group
following the service, please remember to unmute yourself just before the
end of the service by keying in *6 on your telephone. It's not possible to
unmute yourself once you're in a breakout group. Don’t forget you can listen
to previous services via the Christ Church website and also view ‘special’
services: https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship
Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are available. If you
would like to receive a weekly CD, please contact Adrian Pickett.
Cafe Worship on Sunday 12 December and Sunday 16 January at 5.00pm
– in church or via Zoom. The link will be sent out by email by Wendy Thompson.
If you don’t receive it, please contact her.
Also on Sunday mornings, Early prayers are held weekly at 9.00am for half an
hour on Zoom. If you would like to join in, please contact Mary Salter.
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FOOD BANK DONATIONS
There will be an opportunity to make a donation to the Food
Bank on Saturday 11 December between 10.30am and 12 noon at
church. (Please see p.6 for list of suggested items.) Christmas tree
decorating will take place at the same time – with refreshments.
If you’re unable to come on Saturday, items for the Food Bank
can be brought to the Gift Service the following day.
There will be no Food Bank collection in January.
you.the
Sue
Welcome to the December 2021/January 2022 edition. We hope youThank
enjoy reading
magazine. Any suggestions to Fiona please or email bingham144@hotmail.com, Please note
that any opinions expressed in articles are personal to the authors and may not be endorsed
by the editors.
COPY DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY 2022 by Sunday 23 January 2022 either by
email to ccmamagazine@hotmail.com or by phone to Fiona on 8654 1296.. Requests for
email version to above address. Thanks as always to all contributors. Editorial team
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OUR MINISTER’S LETTER
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines
in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. (John 1.
4-5)
Dear friends,
By the time you read this magazine, you will find yourself in the
middle of Advent, the season when we are getting ready for
Christmas. It is a time when we think of the coming of Christ in
humility and also the second coming of Christ in glory. In this
sense, Advent is the time for us to show our faith of hope, as we
wait. But, waiting is not something most of us do easily, and the
world in which we live doesn’t help us to wait but encourages us to
abandon it, saying “Buy now, and pay later. Why wait?” And also,
as the technology has been developed unimaginably, the new
ways of communication, such as email or text message, do not
help us to wait further: we are told that people feel distressed if
they have to wait for more than 24 hours to receive a reply.
Waiting seems to become a strange thing, and we are getting
used to immediacy and quick action. Given all of this, it seems
quite unreasonable that the church should have Advent – four
weeks’ waiting. On the other hand, however, that is the reason
why we should keep this tradition of waiting, whereas the world is
running quickly to celebrate the winter festival. Advent is the time
when we are invited into a deeper encounter with ourselves, with
the world, and, most of all, with God, and then, move on to
celebrate the amazing news, the good news that the Messiah has
come into the world to engage with his people.
Then, how can we/should we celebrate this unique festival in our
tradition, especially when we hear the terrible news of the
terrorists’ attacks in various places around the world and the news
about the migrants who have risked their lives to find a new life,
and also the news about the pandemic as the virus is still
spreading and thousands of people are dying every day. We may
.
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find it not easy to spend time in kind of false comfort, disconnected
from the world’s suffering.
But, on the other hand, we may need to realise that the world
Jesus came into 2000 years ago was not that different from the
one we live in now and that is why he came. And, he himself had
to escape from massacre and became a refugee in Egypt, and
eventually he was terrorised by cruel punishment – the death on
the cross. Therefore, what we should remember is he came into
the darkness, and we wait in the darkness, believing that in all
those places of darkness, God is still present.
Christ is with us at this time of Advent, in the darkness, and Christ
is coming with his Light, not the light of the High Street, but the
Light of love.
Every blessing on this Christmas and a New Year,
Rev. SC Choi.

GIFT SERVICE DONATIONS – SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER
This year, we’re asking for donations to Croydon Refugee Day Centre
and/or to Croydon Food Bank.
The Refugee Day Centre is currently supplying clothes to many new
arrivals across London, so there is much need. They’re asking for new
and good second-hand clothes and trainers for men, women and
children. For children, boys’ underpants, all ages (new) and girls’
knickers, all ages (new). For men, new underpants all sizes, but
particularly 28 – 32 inch waist, new socks and trainers, particularly size 8
/ 42. For women, new knickers, particularly sizes 10 – 14. For babies,
size 1 nappies and clothes.
Croydon Food Bank welcomes donations of non-perishable foodstuffs
including tinned fruit (400gms), pasta sauce, tinned fish, tinned meat,
UHT milk (1ltr), corned beef, sweetcorn.
Thank you for your generosity
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SAT 18th DECEMBER –
LEAF LUGGERS’ WORK MORNING
This is a call for help - please help at the church on the morning of
Saturday 18th December. We need people to collect up leaves and
perform other outside maintenance duties. Some equipment
provided but wear clothing suitable for outside gardening type
activity. And if you have anything such as: equipment / containers
/ tools for carrying leaves; gardening gloves; gardening
implements; shredder; loppers; saw for woody stems and such
like, this would be much appreciated. From 10.00am.
Property Committee

Christmas time is almost here,
We’re getting ready for the fun.
Preparation is in progress,
To receive news of the Son.
For the New Year,
Hope is rising,
Because our faith,
Has seen us through.
New beginnings,
That await us,
In 20 hundred and 22.
A Merry Christmas,
and a Happy New Year to All
Bob Horne
18 Nov 2021
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For all ages together

Sunday 5th December
Sunday 23rd January
4 - 5 p.m.
Craft, games, story and songs.
Snacks (provided)
Covid safety procedures will be in place
Adults are requested to wear face coverings if you are
able
Christ Church Methodist,
114 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, CR0 6AD

For more info email:
enquiries@christchurchmeth.org.uk
Or phone 020 86564610
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A ‘PULPIT’ NOTICE FROM THE CIRCUIT
Following a visit to the Circuit in November, Revd Gyula Fiak has
been offered and accepted, subject to Conference, the opportunity
to serve in the Croydon Circuit as minister of Downsview, Norbury
and Parchmore Methodist churches.

ADVENT 2021
There will be an
Advent study
course on Zoom
this year using
material produced
by the Joint Public
Issues Team of the
Methodist Church
which be held on
Tuesday evenings.
Wendy Thompson

30 November – Prince of Peace
7 December – Wonderful Counsellor
14 December – Everlasting Father
21 December – Mighty God
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See weekly Keeping in Touch sheet
for updates and Zoom link or email me.
SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021
Note second Sunday date
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

at 5pm

Cafe Worship will also be meeting on
16 January 2022 for hybrid Cafe Worship
so that everyone can be part of it.
All are welcome for an informal hour of worship and fellowship
Wendy Thompson
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Bible Notes
Every year I place a church
order for the Bible Reading
Fellowship (BRF) bible notes.
These booklets provide a brief
bible reading for each day, a
few paragraphs of
commentary and a short
prayer. Many people find
these notes a convenient way
of spending a short time each
day studying God’s word.
There are 2 different publications....New Daylight and
Upper Room each with a slightly different emphasis; if you
would like more information then either contact me or look
at https://www.brfonline.org.uk.
If you would like to subscribe for next year’s notes (May
2022 -- April 2023) then can you please let me have cash
or a cheque for £14.55 (payable to BRF) by the end of
January; alternatively, if you prefer to pay online then
please contact me for my bank details.
Many thanks
Mary Salter
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Love – from the National Press
The answer to climate change and our current
problems is love, claims Gaia Vince, journalist,
broadcaster and author. She does not mention Jesus, the
Bible, or any world faith, but looks back through our very
early cultures up to the present, claiming that ‘beyond our
fiery conquests, we are exceptional creatures because we
are capable of love that is ‘more than one-to-one within
families, on a massive scale’.
Sweeping past computers and AI, ‘we are the
technological ape’ and AI will be vital in solving our
climate change crisis. But ‘as essential to our survival’ will
be ‘social fixes’, she argues. Further ‘love is what draws
us together to forge the strong caring societies that make
us so successful as a species. And it is what will ultimately
save us from this crisis’. Rampant poverty will grow and
‘heatwaves, droughts, and extreme storms will hit
harvests by as much as a third by 2050’. Expensive and
less nutritious food will mean the need for ‘large scale
storage and adapting to new food sources and, just as
important, it means strengthening social systems’.
She argues at length for the future need of
‘compassionate welfare’. This is a lesson from the Covid
pandemic where poor planning and underfunding has
weakened our healthcare and put pressure on food banks.
Severe poverty from climate crises will mean
climate, ‘slashing crop production by 1/3 by 2050’ and
producing ‘less nutritious food’ but our end solution ’is not
technological but social’. True the need for ‘resilient food
systems, adapting new food sources and large scale
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storage’ but also ‘strengthening social systems’ so
‘everyone accesses good food regardless of
circumstances’.
Donations to food banks will shrink as food prices
rise and demand will grow, so ‘unless we manage deep
societal adaptation’ to this, our ‘crisis will make hunger
worse’. Covid has demonstrated inequality and the
climate crisis will magnify all of this. ‘This means ensuring
people don’t feel disenfranchised, but included.’
Love has evolved through millennia ‘as evidenced
by compassion in our ancestors, including their care for
disabled people’. Love and empathy enable us to
cooperate with complete strangers, creating social
networks on which we all depend. ‘Intergenerational
systems through which we transmit our IT are the
scaffolding around our system of care.’ ‘The solution to
our climate crisis lies in deploying this power.’
Stronger communities must grow alongside
‘responsible governance’. ‘Love must demand more of our
leaders.’

‘As humanity faces its biggest challenge, we need to
adapt our societies by retrieving the love for one another
that is the very basis of our humanity.’
Gaia Vince
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
At this special time of year, with some Covid restrictions still in place, we
remember all our Christ Church friends who for a variety of reasons
have not been able to join in regular worship in Church or on Zoom.
Some have joined worship by listening to CDs or via the website but we
have not been able to share fellowship with them. We wish them all a
joyful Christmas and a healthy and happy 2022. We know that they
would reciprocate those wishes. Those in our thoughts and prayers are:
Zelda Allison, Jack and Mary Bates, Cyril Beadle, Elizabeth Beadle, May
Belfon, Ian Briggs, Rosalind Dack, Barbara Edwards, David Giles, Dell
Goode, Usha Gunaseelan and family, Norma Harris, Simeon James,
Alistair, Sue and Simon Kennard, Barbara and Peter Langsdale, Pat
Mayile, Janet Nash, Sheila Newman, Verley Scott, Shirley Springer, Claire
and Brian Stubbington, Sheila and Carl Szzvanowski, Steve Tarrant, Beryl
Torry, John Winser and Valcie Yammie.
Others have joined worship via Zoom and in church and we wish
everyone a very happy Christmas and good times in 2022. Elaine Payne
in particular has asked to join in these greetings.
And we wish all our hirers, uniformed groups and users of the premises
joy at Christmas and every happiness in 2022.
Please phone/send any family news to Fiona Assaly. We want to make sure our prayers are
offered for all our friends. Do remember the prayer chain – contact me if you would like to
include anyone on the prayer chain but remember to ask their (or a family member’s)
permission first.
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JOIN THE “TECH TEAM”
PLEASE CONSIDER IF YOU COULD HELP:
WE NEED YOU!

At Christ Church we have a small “Tech Team”
who currently enable our worship every week.
We are looking at expanding the team so that we can introduce a
rota.
We invite you to consider joining us. Might you be able to help in
any way with any of the following:
PowerPoint preparation and operation
Prepare PowerPoint on the Church laptop from the preacher’s
order of service during the week and operate it during the service
on a Sunday morning.
Sound and Lights
Operate the sound desk on a Sunday morning for - the church PA
system, the hearing loop system, and for the live audio feed to
Zoom. Also to make sure the Church is well lit.
Zoom host and Camera
Hosting the Zoom aspect of our hybrid worship and operation/
selection of relevant camera shots for the live stream. Recording
the audio of the service.
Distribution of Audio recording
Making a small number of CD copies of the service each week and
posting them out and uploading the audio so that it can be put on
the Church website.
Training would of course be provided! If you would like to help or
would like more details, please contact Adrian Pickett.
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Memories of

Christmas 1968
We had been married two years and that was
our first Christmas dinner at home. The previous
two years, we had been to my parents. Dad had got a big chicken
(we preferred that to turkey) from Smithfield Market where he
worked.
Croydon was appealing for people to invite an old person to
Christmas lunch. We applied and a lovely lady called Poppy was
allocated to us. She lived in South Croydon and came to us by bus.
The buses then ran till 3.30pm on Christmas Day. I had made my
Christmas pudding and cake and also plenty of mince pies. We had
lots of potatoes, sprouts, parsnips and carrots.
Two days before Christmas, we heard that Beattie, my cousin
Arthur’s wife, had been readmitted to Bethlem Royal. They lived in
Gipsy Hill and had four small children. We invited them too.
Beattie was allowed home for Christmas so we were then 11!
Lunch may have been a little late but enjoyed by all. We were a bit
shorts of chairs but the children 2 – 7 years were on the ironing
board. It was never the same afterwards!
During late afternoon we had what we have always called tree
presents. Everything had at least two things. Any gifts brought by
guests were opened then too. Some from the family were fun
things. Around 6 or 7.00pm everyone left. Dad took Polly home.
We were tired but really happy.
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Every Christmas, we always lay out a spare place for Jesus or
someone who comes in his name – a Polish custom. In ensuing
years, we have had lots of overseas students to stay, some who
have never really celebrated Christmas. We have learned of their
customs. The Christians had just been to church on Christmas Day
and those of other faiths enjoyed following our customs and told
us of their main festivals. We have been invited to Eid and Diwali
celebrations as well as many others.
One was a Hindu family with two small children aged 2 and 4 who
had just lost their dad two weeks’ earlier. They came to lunch and
we made sure to tell them the sausages were pork, not beef, being
Hindu. The girls have now both finished university.
We are still always happy to share with others from anywhere in
the world. We do hope to know by Christmas Eve but even on
Christmas Day, they are still welcome.
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CIRCUIT SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER
Dear friends,
I remember finding it hard initially to understand what was happening during
Advent in Germiston. As we moved through the season of Advent, especially
from mid-December, worship attendance would decrease markedly. Christmas
worship only involved a small remnant. I gradually understood that members
were taking advantage of the long summer holiday to travel to spend time with
their families. Judging by the number of people who have already spoken with
me about their Christmas travel plans, I wonder if Christmas in Croydon this
year will be similar to that in Germiston. Having been unable to gather with
family and friends last Christmas it is not surprising that many of us will seize
the opportunity to gather with those we love this Christmas. Hopefully, our
Christmas celebrations this year will feel especially poignant because of the
people with whom we can spend it.
I write this letter a week before we mark the beginning of Advent and our
preparation for Christmas. I offer two prayers taken from morning prayer
liturgies in The Daily Office SSF, the prayer book of the Society of Saint Francis,
one for Advent and the other for Christmas, together with a few questions to
ponder.
Advent
O God,
who set before us the great hope
that your Kingdom shall come on earth
and taught us to pray for its coming
give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning
and to work for the perfect day
when the whole world shall reflect your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




What gives us causes for hope?
Do we expect to see signs of God’s coming kingdom? Where do we
look, and why?
How do we understand our role in helping the coming of God’s
kingdom?
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Christmas
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.




What does the coming of Jesus Christ into the world reveal about
God’s nature?
What does the coming of Jesus Christ into the world reveal about our
humanity?
How do we live in the light of these truths?

Whether Christmas finds us here in Croydon or celebrating elsewhere, I pray
that we will know God’s love, joy and peace as we prepare and then celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ.
God bless,

ENCOUNTERING GOD IN THE BIBLE
The next bible study will be on
Friday 21 January 2022 from 10.30am12.00 noon led by Revd Pam Clews. It’ll be held
in the Blue Room at Church and all are
very welcome. Entry is from the door by
the rear car park.
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THE SCHOOL NATIVITY
A jostling of the parents
To secure the perfect spot
Full of anticipation
To watch their little tot

A shuffling bunch of toddlers
Wide-eyed, gawping-mouthed
Make way to the cardboard stable
To make their parents proud

Backstage – pandemonium
Wings tangled-up and wonky
“Where’s the baby Jesus?”
“Has anyone seen the donkey?”

Archangel can’t stop scratching
His costume makes him itch
Half the angels are sniggering
From the donkey’s silly tricks

The sheep are picking noses
And throwing clumps of straw
Mary’s feeling sick
Joseph’s skidding ‘round the floor

The innkeeper’s deadly serious
He’s practiced this at home
He finds the others tedious
Why can’t they all conform?

Miss Jones is getting flustered
Soon the curtain call
“Will we have a Nativity,
A Nativity at all?”

But eventually, they settle
And all the fuss subsides
The Nativity is wonderful
A hall of tear-filled eyes.

Sir is at the piano
Bashing out the carols
Audience, iphones poised
Await the spectacle to follow

So let’s remember Christmas
And all appreciate
The birth of baby Jesus
As a time to celebrate

“Time to take your places”
Miss urges to the cast
“Three Wise Men get ready and
Remember, not too fast”

Gill Brent
Secretary
Croydon Sketch & Painting Group
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CHRISTMAS
CARD DAY
Christmas Card Day is celebrated on December 9th. The first card
was sent in 1843 by civil servant Sir Henry Cole. It was
traditionally the day on which cards were put in the post to make
sure they arrived in time for Christmas.
The History Of Christmas Cards
Although our research has failed to uncover who invented
Christmas Card Day or when they invented it, we were able to find
out how Christmas cards came into existence. And to find out the
origins of this Christmas tradition, you have to travel back to 1843
to find a man named Henry Cole.
With the expansion of the British postal system opening up routes
all over the place and the Penny Post making it more affordable to
send letters, people began to send more letters to one another in
Victorian England. While this was convenient for most people, it
proved to be a royal pain in the butt for Henry Cole. Sir Henry was
very popular and would receive a ton of mail, mail that he couldn’t
hope to keep up with. And this presented a problem for him since
ignoring mail was considered to be impolite at this time. So he had
to figure out a way to send correspondence to all of these people
quickly and without a lot of effort. And this is when he was hit with
a pretty big idea.
His big idea was a card printed on stiff cardboard that measures 51/8-inch by 3-1/40-inch with an image that was designed by an
artist friend of his, J.C. Horsley. The picture was a triptych showing
a family celebrating the holidays at a table that’s flanked by panels
of people helping the poor. He took it to a London printer and had
a thousand copies of it made with the salutation at the top that
said: “To ___” letting him personalize the response on each card.
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This was then followed by a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year greeting. He had, in effect, just invented the first Christmas
card.
Christmas Today
While a lot of people still appreciate receiving cards by hand or in
the post, far less are sent as some people opt to send e-cards via
email or to send Christmas greetings on social media. The
important thing is to stay in touch with people. If you do receive
paper cards they can be recycled so they don’t harm the planet.
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church
(We hope that meetings/groups will be back at Church soon)
nd

09.15

Holy Communion (2

Sun)

09.00

Time for quiet prayer (Zoom)

10.10

Songs for Worship (2

nd

10.30

Sun)

Morning Service (Parade 2

nd

Karen Taylor
Sun)

th

10.30

Holy Communion (4 Sun)

10.30

Junior Church / Youth Fellowship

10.30

Crèche

17.00

Cafe Worship (3 Sun)

rd

Wendy Thompson

Monday
09.30

0-5 Stay & Play

Adelle Goode

18.00

Monday Club (monthly,

Adelle Goode

rd

3 Monday)

Tuesday
19.00

Rangers (fortnightly)

Rosemary Dalrymple

Wednesday
18.30

Guides

Rosemary Dalrymple

Thursday
09.30

0-5 Stay & Play

Adelle Goode

18.45

Brownies
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