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PENTECOST
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Ms Avis Blair
MHA SUNDAY
All Age Worship & Holy Communion on Zoom and in
Church - Revd Choi
REFUGEE SUNDAY / FATHERS’ DAY
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Ms Monique Chambers
Café Worship
CONFERENCESUNDAY
Morning Worship on Zoom and in Church –
Mrs Ann Atkins
Messy Church

Christ Church worship normally takes place at 10.30am on Sundays in
Church or via Zoom – the links are on the email sending out the weekly
Keeping in Touch sheet. If you worship by landline and wish to join a
breakout group following the service, please remember to unmute
yourself just before the end of the service by keying in *6 on your
telephone. It's not possible to unmute yourself once you're in a breakout
group. Don’t forget you can listen to previous services via the Christ Church
website and also view ‘special’ services:
https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship
Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are available. If you
would like to receive a weekly CD, please contact Adrian Pickett/Andrew
Thynne.
Cafe Worship – on Sunday 19 June at 5.00pm – in church or via Zoom. The
link will be sent out by email by Wendy Thompson. If you don’t receive it, please
contact her.
Also on Sunday mornings, Early prayers are held weekly at 9.00am for half an
hour on Zoom. If you would like to join in, please contact Mary Salter.
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FOOD BANK DONATIONS
There will be an opportunity to make a
donation to the Food Bank on Saturday
11 June between 10.30am and 12 noon at
church.
Thank you.

Welcome to the June 2022 edition. We hope you enjoy reading the magazine. Any
suggestions to Fiona please or email bingham144@hotmail.com, Please note that any
opinions expressed in articles are personal to the authors and may not be endorsed by the
editors.
COPY DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST 2022 by Sunday 19 June either by email to
ccmamagazine@hotmail.com. Requests for email version to above address. Thanks as
always to all contributors.
Editorial team
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OUR MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
As I am retiring this summer, this must be the last time for me to
contribute to the magazine. And, I’d like to take this as an
opportunity of sharing my journey so far since I’ve been in this
country.
In March 1996, exactly 26 years ago, I arrived at Heathrow Airport
with my wife and two children. We had no one to welcome us, no
friends or relatives in this country. However, we were greatly
welcomed by a man who was standing with a big banner
‘Welcome, Choi’s family’. He was a taxi driver from Bristol,
arranged by the English language centre. That surprising welcome
was the beginning of our new life in this foreign land.
“What brought you to this country?” has been the most frequently
asked question to me. My answer was and still is ‘God called me”.
This answer might be too pious to some, too trite to others, or a
little curious to others. But, to me, it is a genuine answer. Apart
from that, I cannot find any other reason to have come over to
England.
In September 1995, I attended an event, called ‘the Early Morning
Prayer Week’. Before the event, I was asked to submit prayer
requests, one of which was ‘Help me, Lord, to escape from my
work and go abroad to study’. I thought it was nonsense, although
it did reveal my heart’s desire. Then, when the service began, I
was completely struck down by the message to Abraham in
Genesis 12, which was the theme of the event: “Leave your
country and your people, and go to the land I will show you”.
Six months later, I left my country, giving up my job and the
thirteen years I’d spent as a fashion director, leaving behind my
friends and relatives who were worried about this seemingly
reckless decision.
4

My only desire was to study Theology, without recognising it was
part of the call. Wesley College, Bristol, generously accepted me
to study, despite no background in theological education.
We hugely enjoyed our new life in a foreign land as if we were on
holiday, even though I had to struggle everyday with ‘English’, not
only the language, but also the people. But, this joyous time lasted
only for eighteen months. It ended when the Korean economy
collapsed during the Asian financial crisis in 1997. It was a hard
time as head of the family.
However, it was then that I came to realise God’s call, and why he
had called me to this country. It was Christmas time, but I was
feeling depressed, with no light for the future. Then, I was so
amazed and deeply moved by the huge amount of cards and
presents from the people in the local church. My entire family were
absolutely bombarded by their priceless love and care. This
unexpected love woke me up to realise why God had called me to
this land, that is, sharing His love with the people here in this
country.
Having heard what I was feeling, my local minister encouraged me
to start local preacher’s training and begin candidating for ministry
later on. Candidating was not an easy process. It was very
challenging to me for various reasons, one of which was my visa
condition as an overseas student. At every stage of the process, I
was stopped, and rejected several times. However, by the grace of
God and the huge support from my church and the circuit, I got
through the final interview which allowed me to enter preordination
training. It took five years to complete the candidating process and
training.
Then, I was stationed to the Skelmersdale circuit in the Liverpool
District. Here, I was given the unreserved yet tough discipline for
my formation in ministry. Now, I truly appreciate all the efforts DPC
made with extended meetings and extra sessions, for me to stand
on my own two feet as a British Methodist Presbyter. I am so
grateful for their patience and tolerance as they had to wait until
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they could see the growth in my ministry. This process of
formation in ministry actually continued when I moved to the
Sherborne and Yeovil circuit in the Southampton District, which
was good in a sense that I could be guided in a rural ministry I had
never experienced.
Then, I moved to the London District – the Kingston circuit and the
Croydon circuit. This helped open my eyes to the multicultural
societies and issues around ethnic minorities.
Overall, eighteen years of my ministry seem to be mostly occupied
with my formation and learning. And I often felt that I was a
caretaker minister. But on the other hand, I think ‘take care’ is
what the ministry is all about. It has been a privilege to take care of
the people around me, rejoicing with those who rejoice, mourning
with those who mourn; to help them grow through preaching; to
put the bread and wine into their open hands.
It has been an honour to serve the Lord as a British Methodist
Presbyter, and I am so grateful for all of the enormous support for
the most unlikely ministry candidate. And I praise God that he has
led me to endure all the ups and downs, challenges and sleepless
nights. Thank you, Lord.
Rev. SC Choi.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
We remember all our friends who are unwell, in particular Ian Briggs,
Peter Langsdale and Simeon James. Thankfully they are all now home
from hospital although still far from well. We also remember Mick
Cheesman’s mother Rita who is still suffering bad health.
Elaine Payne is celebrating the birth of her second great great niece,
Eloise Lily, on 9 May, a precious gift for her parents Zoe and Michael.
Elaine is very excited that she’ll meet Eloise in the future.
Gill Haslam celebrated a special birthday on 7 May and we send her all
good wishes and belated congratulations.
Ariadne Lazenby turns one on 31 May, a ‘where did that year go?’
moment for Isabel and Chris. And Isabel celebrates a special birthday on
30 June, one she’d rather not have! Happy birthday both!
We remember all our friends in our prayers, especially those we haven’t
seen for a while, that they remain strong in the knowledge of God’s love
for them all.
Please send any family news to Fiona Assaly: bingham144@hotmail.com. We want to make
sure our prayers are offered for all our friends. Do remember the prayer chain – contact me
if you would like to include anyone on the prayer chain but remember to ask their (or a
family member’s) permission first
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Community Jubilee Party
It’s nearly here!!
After months of planning the Community
Jubilee Party will take place on
Saturday June 4th 2.00 - 4.30pm.
We are looking forward to welcoming
both friends and families of Christ Church
as well as people from our local
community.
To make this unique event a big success we still need help from
everyone in our congregation and especially:
1. to sign up on the rotas to help on the stalls or be a safety
steward
2. to sign up to bring a cake (homemade or bought) on the Friday
or Saturday
3. to offer to lend gazebos for use with the stalls.
4 to bring donations of
• Good quality used books, toys and bric-a-brac.
• Small items for a children’s lucky dip, e.g. pencils, little
notebooks etc.
• Variety of sizes of new bottles (non-alcoholic), jars, cans,
shower gel, candles etc for the adult tombola.
These non-perishable items can be left in the boxes at the back of
the Fellowship Hall or dropped at the church on Friday June 3rd
from 2.30 to 8pm.
Many, many thanks.

PS: please remember that there won’t be any parking on the
church premises on June 4th.
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See weekly Keeping in Touch sheet
for updates or email me.
The Zoom link will be on the
Keeping in Touch sheet

Our next meeting will be on
SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2022 at 5pm
Led by Paul Parkinson
Hybrid Cafe Worship
Join us on Zoom or at church
Everyone can be part of it
All are welcome for an informal hour of worship and fellowship
Wendy Thompson

will be meeting on Saturday 4 June
during the Community Jubilee Party
12.00-5.00pm at church
for you to practise and enjoy your handicrafts, receive a warm
welcome - and a cuppa
(Donation - £5 per session)
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For all ages together
Messy Church
Sunday 26 June
4 – 5pm

Craft, games, story and songs.
Snacks and drinks provided

All welcome
Christ Church Methodist,
114 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon,CR0 6AD
For more info
email:enquiries@christchurchmeth.org.uk
Or phone 020 86564610
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The Elephant in the Room
I’m the elephant that’s tired
Of standing in the room
Unnoticed and ignored
Yet central missed unseen.
A contradictory presence,
Enormous, quiet, still,
Waiting, pausing longingly
For everyone to notice.
Look, make a fuss,
Call newsguys,
Click your phones;
Share the news.
Time to see
To talk about
This massive cruelty
Of battles going on and on.
Endless wars far away,
Bullets, bombs
Starvation, trapping
Families, innocent and old.
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From those that won’t
Let go of hate,
Prejudice and pride;
Prizing their unbending strength.
Nursing their resentments
Hurts they won’t let go;
Never is their centre word
Never, never, never.
Primary children from 7 years upwards find wars
and soldiers’ weapons exciting. From the time they walk
under the massive guns at the entrance of the Imperial
War Museum, they are hooked as though on drugs.
After two World Wars and countless smaller ones, the
question of what we have learned still hovers.
That the biggest democracy in the world allows
citizens to freely buy automatic rifles over the counter
should give us pause. And in our country, birthday
parades with military brass bands in bright red
uniforms. Parents bring their children annually. What
are your thoughts on this?
Rex
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June will burst out all over,
The Jubilee coming your way,
We’ll planning frivolity
And fun for all,
On Her Majesty’s very special Saturday.
Cream teas and things of wonder,
Tastes to delight in edibles and sips,
Right from your twinkly toes,
Up to your fingertips.
Come one and all,
Locals and friends,
Take part in our jubilant day,
And raise a toast to Her Majesty,
A Platinum drink,
Hip, hip hooray!
Bob Horne
18/05/22

ENCOUNTERING GOD IN THE BIBLE
The next bible study will be on Friday
17 June from 10.30am-12 noon led by
Revd Pam Clews. It’ll be held in the Blue Room at Church
Revd
and all are very welcome. Entry is from the door by the
rear car park or the side entrance.
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On Sunday 5th June, at 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. you are
invited to join us for

The Big Jubilee Lunch!
Please bring some food to share and meet your neighbours.
Wear fancy dress if you would like to.
Hosted by Waddington Way Residents’ Association and Downsview and
Parchmore Methodist Churches.
Food! BBQ! Games! Ice Cream! Fun! Friendship!
Bouncy Castle for 10 year-olds and under! Face Painting!
Cake baking competition: Entries must be submitted by 13:30
Cakes to be shared after judging has been completed.
Please put a label under the cake with your name and any allergens

The street party will be held at the bottom of Waddington Way and in
Downsview Methodist Church. If you are coming by car, please park in the top
car park or local roads since the bottom car park and lower part of Waddington
Way will be closed for the event.

15

The Communion Table Candle
The candle on the communion table is a relatively new addition.
Tied to the red ribbon that girdles the candle is a card that on
which is printed “Croydon Circuit CHRIST CHURCH METHODIST
CHURCH”.
All eight churches in the Croydon Methodist Circuit have such a
candle. They were shared at the Circuit Service last September at
Downsview. As well as a focus for the light of our faith and prayer
at Christ Church, all eight together symbolise the support the
churches can give each other and our common bonds.
At the service in September, Revd Nadine Wilkinson led this
responsive prayer as a symbolic act of support for each other
during which the candles were first lit. I appreciated the wording
and sentiments and so would like to share it here.
For the roots of our community,
And of all our communities:
We thank you, living God.
For what we share together here,
and for the life we share with others:
We thank you, living God.
For the path that lies before us now,
and our futures in your hands:
We thank you, living God.
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We believe that you are present
in the darkness before dawn;
in waiting and uncertainty
where fear and courage join hands.
We believe in a with-us God
who sits down in our midst
to share our humanity.
We affirm a faith
that takes us beyond the safe place:
into action
and into vulnerability.
We commit ourselves to Jesus,
and to one another as siblings together:
to choose life
and to build with God’s Spirit
God’s new community of hope
Amen.
Andrew Thynne
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Platinum Jubilee Quiz
The Queen marks 70 years on the British throne
which will be celebrated in June, 2022.
1.

How old was Elizabeth when she was crowned
Queen on June 2, 1953?

2.

The coronation of Elizabeth II took place in which
building?

3.

At the exact moment of her father's death in
which country was the then Princess Elizabeth
staying?

4.

Which Jubilee did Elizabeth II celebrate on 6
February 2017?

5.

How old was the Queen's father King George VI
when he passed away: 56, 66, or 76?

6.

What was the name of the royal yacht that was in
service from 1954 until 1997?

7.

Up to and including Boris Johnson, how many UK
Prime Ministers have served the Queen?

8.

What relation to the Queen was Queen Victoria?

9.

What title is given to the highest-ranking official
of the Royal Household?
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10. How many grandchildren does the Queen have?
11. What year was Prince Charles born?
12. What two word expression was famously used by
the Queen to describe 1992?
13. In which year did the Queen and Prince Philip
celebrate their Platinum Wedding Anniversary?
14. What is the Queen's zodiac sign?
15. What is the name given to the money the Queen
distributes the day before Good Friday?
16. In 1986 the Queen became the first British
Monarch to visit which country?
17. What was formally opened by Queen Elizabeth II
on 20 October 1973?
18. The annual ceremonies of Trooping the Colour is
held on which large parade ground?
19. In 2009, Queen Elizabeth II attended which
annual ceremony for the first time in which mute
swans on the River Thames are caught, ringed,
and then released?
20. Which country has the Queen visited more than
any other country?
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Memories of Shopping
in the 1940s and 1950s
All our normal shopping as a child was local; groceries at
Newmans, eggs and bacon at Eggee, meat at Dewhurst where my
Grandad was manager, fruit and veg at Phillips and bread at
Pritchards – all about 5-10 minutes from home. Until I was eight or
nine, all except veg were rationed so we had to be registered with
one supplier.
When I was about seven, I was allowed to go to the shop alone. I
always went to get sausages on a Tuesday before school. I loved
seeing Grandad putting the meat on the machine and sausages
come out. Occasionally he would say ‘Tell your mum I have some
liver’ which was not on ration, so she could get some before it all
ran out.
For bigger things, we would walk to Tooting where there was a
bigger market and Smith Bros department store. We always
walked both ways, two-three miles in total, and sometimes
stopped for a drink and maybe a cake – a real treat. By the time I
was about nine, we could also get an ice cream.
Once or twice a year, we got the 612 trolleybus across Mitcham
Common to West Croydon. In the Autumn, our first stop was C&A
on the corner of Tamworth Road and North End. As I was growing,
I needed a new winter coat each year. Mum’s lasted two-three
years. Walking down North End, we were careful crossing the road
as it was busy with buses, vans and a few cars.
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On the right was Kennards (later Debenhams) with its Arcade and
pony rides. There was also a man selling carpets and someone
selling exotic perfumes. On our way to Surrey Street was the lovely
smell of a shop grinding coffee. Nobody at home drank coffee.
Mum and Dad drank tea and I had milk or soft drinks. I have never
liked tea. I first tried coffee on an exchange trip to France and it
has been my usual beverage ever since.
When we got to Surrey Street, it was always crowded. The stalls
were much closer than now and almost all were selling flowers,
fruit and veg – certainly no street food. With full shopping bags,
we boarded the trolleybus home. The fare for Mum was 5 old
pence each way and 2½ pence for me. Once children reached five,
they had to pay fares. The trip cost about 6 pence in total (today’s
money) but wages were only about £6 a week.
There was no Whitgift Centre but more cinemas then. Grants was
open but although we sometimes went in, it was too expensive to
buy anything.
On Good Friday, the only shops open (till lunchtime) were the
bakers for hot cross buns. There were no newspapers published.
On Sundays only newsagents were open for newspapers or
magazines, even saucy ones (known as the top shelf, to keep away
from children). Bibles could not be sold on a Sunday.
Sheila Szzvanowski
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DIGNITY AGENCY POWER
Church Action on Poverty’s new strategy is centred upon dignity, agency
and power. But what do we mean by those terms? For Christians,
dignity is based on the foundational principle that all humans are
created in the image and likeness of God. Pope Francis advocates a
society in which “human dignity and the human rights of all are
respected.” Frequently, people in poverty talk of dignity having been
stripped away by systems that see numbers rather than humans. To be
human means having not only dignity, but agency.
Agency is about people’s ability to make choices, to act individually or
collectively to further their own interests. Church Action on Poverty’s
experience is that people in poverty have the greatest insight into the
everyday realities and into what needs to change.
As for power? I often find that people in churches and the voluntary
sector have a problem with the idea of power – but there are more
references to power in the Bible than to prayer! What is power, other
than, in Martin Luther King’s words, “the ability to achieve a purpose…
the strength required to bring about social, political, and economic
change”?
Niall Cooper
Director, Church Action on Poverty
Newsletter – Summer 2022

Platinum Jubilee Quiz answers
1. 25
5. 56
9. The Lord
Chamberlain
13. 2017
17. Sydney Opera
House

2. Westminster
Abbey
6. Britannia

3. Kenya

10. 8 grandchildren
14. Taurus (b. 21 Apr)
18. Horse Guards
Parade

7. 14 UK prime
ministers
11. 1948

4.Sapphire
Jubilee
8. Great great
grandmother
12. Annus horribilis

15. Maundy money
19. Swan upping

16. China
20. Canada
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church
09.15

Holy Communion (2nd Sun)

09.00

Time for quiet prayer (Zoom)

10.10

Songs for Worship (2nd Sun)

10.30

Morning Service (Parade 2nd Sun)

10.30

Holy Communion (4th Sun)

10.30

Junior Church / Youth Fellowship

10.30

Crèche

17.00

Cafe Worship (3rd Sun)

Monday
09.30

0-5 Stay & Play

18.00

Monday Club (monthly,
3rd Monday)

Tuesday
19.00

Rangers (fortnightly)

Thursday
09.30

0-5 Stay & Play

18.30

Guides and Brownies
Combined Unit

Minister
Church Stewards

Sunday morning services only 
Sunday morning services only 
Room Bookings

Revd Soon Cheol Choi

8654 5481

