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APRIL WORSHIP

Thursday 2 MAUNDY THURSDAY

8.00pm Reflective Communion at Shirley Methodist

Friday 3 GOOD FRIDAY

10.00am Good Friday worship at Christ Church led by
Revd Pam Clews

11.30am Readings, songs and stories at the Cabin in
The Wilderness, Hall Grange Methodist Home

Sunday 5 EASTER SUNDAY

10.30am Holy Communion in Church and on Zoom led by

Revd Andy Lyons (retiring collection: Addiscombe
Neighbourhood Care Association)

Sunday 12 LOCAL PREACHERS SUNDAY

10.30am All Age Worship in Church and on Zoom led by
Revd Richard Lowson

Sunday 19 Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom led by

10.30am Deacon Al Henry

5.00pm Café Worship led by Paul Parkinson

Sunday 26 Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom.

10.30am Local arrangement — Songs of Praise

Christ Church worship normally takes place at 10.30am on Sundays in Church or
via Zoom - the links are on the email sending out the weekly Keeping in Touch sheet. If
you worship by landline and wish to join a breakout group following the service,
please remember to unmute yourself just before the end of the service by keying in
*6 on your telephone. It’s not possible to unmute yourself once you’re in a
breakout group. You can listen to previous services via the Christ Church website and
also view ‘special’ services: https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship
Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are available. If you would like to
receive a weekly CD, please contact Adrian Pickett/Andrew Thynne.

Also on Sunday mornings, Early prayers are offered weekly at 9.00am for half an hour on
Zoom. If you would like to join in, please see the link in the email which is sent with the
Keeping in Touch sheet.

Cafe Worship - the next meeting will be on Sunday 19 April at 5.00pm led by Paul
Parkinson — in church or via Zoom. There is a new Café Worship specific zoom link
which will be sent out with the Keeping in Touch sheet email.

Welcome to the April 2026 edition. We hope you enjoy reading the magazine. Suggestions
to Fiona please at bingham144@hotmail.com. Please note that opinions expressed in
articles are personal to the authors and may not be endorsed by the editors.

COPY DEADLINE FOR MAY EDITION by SUNDAY 19 APRIL email to
ccmamagazine@hotmail.com. Requests for email version to above address.
Thanks as always to all contributors.  Editorial team
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APRIL DIARY

Friday 3 Good Friday Trail at the Wilderness, MHA Hall Grange -
11am-3.00pm Art and Symbols of the passion in a woodland trail
) Including a walk to Golgotha — a short walk with readings,

songs and stories starting at 11.30am at the Cabin
(refreshments available).

Saturday 4 Easter Eggstravaganza at Christ Church

3.30-5.00pm

Saturday 11 Coffee morning and Salvation Army Foodbank

10.30-12 noon donations

12 noon-5pm Relax & Create Handicrafts

Monday 13,20, Stay & Play for 0-5 year olds and their carers

9.30-11.30 27

Friday 17 Bible study in the church lounge

10.30-12 noon

Tuesday 21 Breadmaking at Shirley Methodist Church

9.30-12.30

THERE WILL BE NO FILM NIGHT IN APRIL
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Deacon Al has provided the following useful Circuit dates:

WHERE TO WORSHIP OVER HOLY WEEK
AND EASTER 2026

PALM SUNDAY March 29" Worship service 10:30 AM Addington,
Christ Church, Shirley, 4:PM Hall Grange.

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 2™ April 7:30 PM at
Parchmore Methodist Church, CR7 8LY.

8:PM “Thirty pieces of silver” Reflective Communion at Shirley
Methodist Church, Eldon Ave CRO 8SD.

GOOD FRIDAY 3 April
10:AM Worship at Christ Church Methodist Addiscombe,114
Lower Addiscombe Road CRO 6AD.

10:AM United “Churches together” Worship at Selsdon Baptist
Church, 153 Addington Road South Croydon CR2 8LL followed by
united Walk of Witness to St. John the Evangelist, Upper Selsdon
Rd, South Croydon CR2 8DD.

11:AM -3:PM Good Friday Trail in the Wilderness (behind MHA Hall
Grange, Shirley Church Road, CR9 5AL)

3:30 PM Worship for Good Friday at West Croydon Methodist
Church next to Lidl CRO 2RF.

6:30 PM Tenebrae Service of Shadows at South Norwood
Methodist Church, Suffolk Rd SE 25 6EG.

SATURDAY 4" APRIL 10:AM -12 Noon Coffee Mornings at South
Norwood Methodist Church & 10:AM -12 Noon at Addington
Methodist Church CRO 9BA.

3:30 — 5: PM Easter Eggstravaganza Christ Church Methodist
Addiscombe.

EASTER SUNDAY 5" April

Addington Methodist Church -

9:AM Easter Communion followed by Breakfast.
10:30 “Easter Praise”

10:30 AM Easter Communion Worship at Shirley and Christ
Church Methodist Churches.



LETTER FROM OUR MINISTER,
REVD RICHARD LOWSON

Eggs and Pussy Willow ...

At the time of writing, | am reflecting on a recent visit to the city of
Salzburg. | had a wonderful time exploring that wonderful city of
Mozart and the location for the film “The Sound of Music”. But the
thing that grabbed my attention this time was the pussy willow
being sold and displayed. The local
farmers market had stalls just selling
small bunches of pussy willow, and
small posies of pussy willow with
decorated eggs. It was good to see
that Easter was being celebrated with
more than mountains of chocolate
eggs. All around the city there were
coloured or decorated eggs.

There was another shop that sold
wonderfully hand painted and
decorated eggs. A reminder that
Easter was approaching. You really
sensed in Salzburg a sense of
expectation that Easter was about
to burst forth, something exciting
was about to happen. The city and surrounding towns and villages
were getting ready for a new season.

Surrounded by snowcapped mountains, even on a day when the
sky was blue, the sun was shining and the temperature had hit 17
degrees, you got this feeling that creation and the cycles of the
seasons were turning. There was this glimmer of hope and
expectation, an excitement for what was to break forth.

Our churches will journey through Holy Week, pausing to share in
the last supper on Maundy Thursday before we make our way to
Golgotha where we see love fastened to a tree. “It is finished” is
cried from crosses all around the world.
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We wrap love up in strips of linen and lay him in a tomb. And we
find ourselves waiting around in a graveyard waiting, hoping and
longing.

The pussy willow is new life waiting to burst forth from that small
furry bud with new and vivid green growth. And the Egg a symbol
of new life, and a reminder of the stone to the tomb.

In Salzburg you got the feeling something special was coming .....
and | get that sense as Easter approaches. As a church we have
something to celebrate, Good News to share. Let’s open the doors
and proclaim loud and clear.

The tomb is empty; he is not here. Christ is alive. Alleluia!
Have a very Special Holy Week and Easter.

Richard
T T T

YOUR SONGS OF PRAISE

Have you a favourite hymn or song you’d

like to share with us?

On Sunday 26 April a ‘Local Arrangement’ is scheduled at Christ
Church. That means no preacher is provided by the Circuit and we
have to arrange a service from among our own congregation. It
has been suggested we base the service around ‘Songs of Praise’.
Like the TV show, individuals suggest a hymn or song that is of
significance to them or is a favourite. And ideally be able to speak
about why that is. (Or, provide some thoughts that someone can
present on their behalf.)

Applications for your hymn or song to be included are now open.
Speak to Andrew Thynne or another Steward. All are welcome —
we would all love to hear what hymn is special to you and be
inspired. But note we may not be able to include all requests.
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Easter /L-'@gszi/}

Fun afternoon of craft
games, Easter trail,

choc\olate & snacks

fc%ll ages! -

Saturday 4th April
3.30 — 5 p.m.

At Christ Church Methodist Addiscombe

114 Lower Addiscombe Road Croydon CRO 6AD
Children must be accompanied by parent/carer

Suggested donation £1 per person

Enquiries: christchurchfamilyevents@gmail.com

christ church methodlst

addiscombe




Five talks on the hymns of Charles Wesley

Before Covid, through 2018 and 2019, | gave a series of talks which,
while being held at Shirley, were offered to the whole circuit. I'd
very much like to pick up and run with this idea again. With the
permission of church stewards and the Circuit Leadership Team,
I've put together a programme as follows. The talks would be
interspersed with the singing of some of the hymns we look at.

1. The “I” hymns. Friday 1 May
2. A band of pilgrims. Friday 8 May
3. Soldiers of Christ. Friday 15 May
4. A Society of friends. Friday 22 May
5. Citizens of heaven. Friday 19 May

These meetings will take place at Shirley Methodist Church in the
Lounge and will begin at 7.30pm. Do come (to one or more) if you
can.

Leslie Griffiths

RELAX AND CREATE

will meet on Saturday 11 April

from 12 noon-5.00pm in the Fellowship
Hall for you to practise and enjoy your
handicrafts, receive a warm welcome — and
a cuppa. (Donation - £5 per session)




GOOD FRIDAY

| am he

| came into the world to speak about truth
Do we need, like Pilate to ask

What is truth?

When others ask of us

Are you one of his disciples?

What is our answer

Are we certain?

Yes — without a doubt, a fudge, a maybe, a no, a sometimes.
Can we stand up and speak out and follow when there is danger, where
there is cost.

And then we remember
“‘love so amazing, so divine. Demands my soul, my life, my all”
The crown of thorns and nails remind us of the sacrifice for truth.
/ EASTER SUNDAY
~  Whois it that you are looking for?
7 /D Today we look to the risen Christ
Light of the world

Alleluia, CHRIST IS RISEN

APRIL COFFEE MORNING &
FOODBANK COLLECTION

on Saturday 11 April from 10.30am-

12 noon. Come and meet new/old friends for
a drink and a chat and maybe make a
donation to the Salvation Army Food Bank.
All are really welcome.




See weekly Keeping in Touch sheet
for updates or email me.

There is a new Café Worship specific zoom link
which will be sent out with the Keeping in
Touch sheet email

CAFE WORSHIP

If you haven’t been before
come along and give it a try

Our next meeting will be on

SUNDAY 19 April at 5pm
Led by Paul Parkinson

Hybrid Cafe Worship
Join us on zoom or at church
Everyone can be part of it.

We welcome people of all ages for
an informal hour of worship and fellowship
Bring & Share refreshments

Wendy Thompson

T T T

BIBLE STUDY

Our next Bible study at Christ Church is on
Friday 17 April from 10.30-12 noon in the
Church Lounge. All are very welcome to a
fascinating and thoughtful morning’s
discussion.

10



Begin

Begin again to the summoning birds

to the sight of light at the window,

begin to the roar of the morning traffic

all along Pembroke Road.

Every beginning is a promise

born in light and dying in dark
determination and exaltation of springtime
flowering the way to work.

Begin to the pageant of queuing girls

the arrogate loneliness of swans in the canal
bridges linking the past and the future

old friends passing through with us still.
Begin to the loneliness that cannot end
since it perhaps is what makes us begin,
Begin to wonder at unknown faces

at crying in the sudden rain

at branches stark in the willing sunlight

at seaqulls foraging for bread

at couples sharing a sunny secret

alone together while making good.

Though we live in a world that dreams of ending
that always seems about to give in
something that will not acknowledge conclusion
insists that we forever begin.

Brendan Kennelly




CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

First of all we wish you all a very Happy Easter in
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Halleluiah!

We thank God for our congregation, whether they
attend worship in person, via Zoom, listening on CDs or
keeping in touch via phone, email or social media with
friends at church. It is so good when we have updates on
those we don’t see at church so much these days.

We remember all who have been receiving hospital treatment or are being
cared for by their GPs and pray that their treatment will improve their situation.

For all celebrating anniversaries or birthdays in April, we hope you have a
joyous time and share the dates so that you can be chorused in church with
‘Happy Birthday/Anniversary’!

Please phone/send any family news to Fiona Assaly: bingham144@hotmail.com. We
want to make sure our prayers are offered for all our friends. Do remember the prayer
chain — contact me if you would like to include anyone on the prayer chain but
remember to ask their (or a family member’s) permission first.

A Prayer for the Middle East

God of love,
As we see and hear the news of the devastating violence wrought
upon and within the Middle East, we hold your broken world
before you in prayer.
We pray for lives lost, for people who mourn, and for those living
in fear.
We pray for people stranded and in need of safe routes and safe
harbours.
We long for peace and pray that those who wage war might
exchange weapons for words.
Help us to know how to pray, how to speak and how to act,
that we might remember our call to follow the Prince of Peace,
In whose name we pray,
Amen. (from the Methodist Church website)
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THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 1951

In 1851 the Great Exhibition was held
in Hyde Park in a glass building to
highlight business, science and the
arts with many thousands of people
coming by train and coach from
around the UK. There were also many
thousands coming from across the
Empire and elsewhere.

(During the 20" century, as countries
became independent many became part of the Commonwealth.)

So many new inventions were happening in many fields, in
technology, science and transport. There were no cars or planes
and most people used horses for transport. When the exhibition
closed, the glass building was dismantled and rebuilt in South
London in a part given the name Crystal Palace rather than just
Norwood.

In 1936 it somehow caught fire with molten class running down the
hill. The cause of the fire was never established. My parents had
bought their house and moved in that day. Dad’s father managed
the local butchers shop located on the bridge over Tooting railway
station. They went to the flat above, having a good, safe view of
the fire.

One hundred years after the Great
Exhibition, the Festival of Britain was
held on the South Bank of the Thames
highlighting modern inventions in
science, technology and the arts.
Coming so soon after the Second
World War, it gave a good feeling after
the hostilities.
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At school — Mitcham Grammar for Girls — there was an appeal to
put up girls for two nights from Stoke on Trent. My parents were
happy to say yes — a girl of my age called Eileen Cooper was
matched with me. Their coach arrived at our school during the
afternoon. We soon got on the bus home. After meeting my
parents and having a meal, my parents suggested that we went to
Battersea where a very large fair was being held. We went on
several rides including ‘The Rotor’, being told to lean on the wall
which went round, faster and faster. When the floor dropped, we
were stuck to the wall. My mother watched but our two 12 year
olds loved it!

The next day we got to school early to board the coaches. The host
girls got a free trip. We had packed lunches and had a wonderful
day arriving back at school about 4.00pm. We then went back to
my house for one last night. The next morning our guests boarded
their coaches for the Potteries.

About 8-10 years later | was an auditor in Shell House right across
the Thames on the day the Shot Tower was demolished. Little work
was done in the couple of hours during the demolition.

The only remains of the Festival is the now revamped Festival Hall.

Sheila Szzvanowski
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MAY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 2
Relax and Create Handicrafts

12 noon-5pm

Sunday 3 VOCATION SUNDAY

10.30am Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom led by
Mrs Mary Salter

Thursday 7 Film Night at Shirley Methodist Church

7.15pm

Saturday 9 Coffee morning and Salvation Army Foodbank

10.30-12 noon donations

Sunday 10 CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

10.30am All Age Worship and Parade in Church and on Zoom
led by Revd Richard Lowson

Sunday 10-16 Christian Aid Week

Mondays 11, 18 Stay & Play for 0-5 year olds and their carers

9.30-11.30

Thursday 14 Ascension Day

Friday 15 Bible Study

10.30-12 noon

Sunday 17 Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom led by

10.30am Deacon Al Henry including General Church Meeting

5.00pm Café Worship

Sunday 17 Early Deadline for the June magazine

Tuesday 19

9.30-12.30 Breadmaking at Shirley Methodist Church

Sunday 24 PENTECOST / ALDERSGATE SUNDAY

10.30am Holy Communion in Church and on Zoom led by
Revd Gyula Fiak

Sunday 31 TRINITY SUNDAY

10.30am

Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom led by
Revd Pam Clews
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Helping children find God

Deacon Helen Coleman
didn’t expect to set foot in
school again but finds
ministering in a primary
school is a privilege, as she
explains.

Some say their schooldays
were the best time of their
life. Not me. | had
undiagnosed dyslexia and |
always found school
incredibly difficult. On my last
day, my form teacher said |
was good for nothing and
would never achieve anything
in life. Yet today | am a
Methodist minister with two
degrees working part-time as
a chaplain at Nutgrove
Methodist Primary School in
Merseyside. God has a sense
of humour!

| admit that if I'm asked to see
the headteacher, | still panic.
My first thought is “Oh no,
what am | in trouble for?” But
16

I’'m not the person | used to
be, and all is calm and very
positive.

The Revd Andy Moffoot, the
Superintendent Minister of
the Sankey Valley Circuit, also
supports Nutgrove School: “At
junior school | found myself in
the headteacher’s office a lot
as | was ‘school bell monitor’
and | needed the
headteacher’s permission to
ring the bell. In a very
different way, | now find
myself continuing to support
a headteacher, as well as their
staff and the children in
school. I really enjoy the
privilege of contributing to
the life of the school, leading
assemblies and representing
the Church on certain
occasions.”

SCHOOL WORSHIP

As chaplain, working within
Nutgrove School is a blessing
and a privilege as | seek ways
to engage effectively with
staff and children. | teach and
love engaging with the
children as they seek answers
to their many and varied



guestions. | love nothing
better than for them to quiz
me on my faith, as it makes
me think through what |
believe. Sometimes | tell them
| must go away and research
an answer, which is great as it
shows them we all continue
to learn and grow.

| lead regular times of school
worship (assembly), when we
look at, for example, what the
Lord’s Prayer means and try
to answer questions such as
‘Who is this Jesus?’ The
children love taking part,
whether acting out stories,
saying prayers or operating
the technology.

A special time in the school

Who made
God? .
Did Jesus
want to die?
If we don’t believe
in you, will you still
?
love mey Is my dog in
heaven?

17

year is Prayer Space week. |
set up interactive prayer
stations and, each day, in slots
of 20-30 minutes, groups of
six to eight children come to
the room to explore the
space. Over the week every
child in the school comes to
the room, regardless of
whether they have a faith
background or not. It’s an
opportunity to ask questions
of God; to be still; to think
about the community and the
world; and to write their own
prayers.

The questions the children
pose for God give food for
thought. Below are some
examples:

Who is Jesus’ dad,
you or Joseph?

Why did you
create us, were
you lonely?



SUPPORTIVE PRESENCE

| try to be a regular presence
within the school, usually
present in the dinner hall
once a week, giving every
child an opportunity to speak
to me. It’s often a significant
time to have a quick catch up
with the staff too.

Throughout the school year |
attend significant events led
by the children, especially
when they present a worship
or a play to their families. At
the end of the school year, |
help present Bibles to the
Year Six leavers and give each
of them a leaver’s bag, which
includes a holding cross and
other encouraging items.

| also try to support staff as a
listening ear and encourager.
Some share with me when
things are difficult, knowing
that | will hold them in prayer.
To give the staff a
psychological lift during
Covid-19, | made wellbeing

boxes for every member of
staff, including the cleaner,
lunch staff and caretaker.

So, who would have thought
I'd find myself working in a
school? It’s not what | would
have expected, but God
knows best, it’s a joy and |
love it!

At a wider level, there are
many advantages when the
Methodist Church is involved
in schools. As the Revd Andy
Moffoot says: “The Sankey
Valley Circuit cherishes having
a Methodist school here.
Sometimes the Circuit offers
practical support, such as
funding some new playground
markings. The relationship
with the school is mutually
supportive and the school
helps the Church. For
example, one of our local
societies relinquished its
unsuitable church building
and is now hosted within the
school.”

Reproduced with permission from the connexion, the free magazine of the Methodist
Church, methodist.org.uk. (This article appears in the Winter 2025 edition of the
connexion magazine. Sadly, this is the final issue which will be published.)
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TWO POPULAR EVENTS AT
SHIRLEY METHODIST CHURCH

FILM NIGHT

There will be no meeting in April. The next
date is Thursday 7 May.

BREAD MAKING

Tuesday 21 April

9.30am-12.30pm in the Corner Room.

No experience needed. Beginners welcome.
Everything is provided.
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church

Sundays

09.00 Time for quiet prayer (WhatsApp)

10.10 Songs for Worship (2™ Sun)

10.30 Morning Service (All Age 2" Sun)

10.30 Holy Communion (4t Sun)

10.30 Junior Church / Youth Fellowship

10.30 Créche

17.00 Cafe Worship (3 Sun)

16.00 Messy Church (4t Sun) (not currently meeting)
Thursdays

18.30 Guides and Brownies

Combined Unit guides.4thaddiscombe@hotmail.co.uk

Ministers Revd Richard Lowson |020 8654 5481

Deacon Minister

Deacon Al Henry 07311 390627

Church Stewards

Room Bookings

lettings@christchurchmeth.org.uk
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