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OCTOBER WORSHIP

Sunday 4 HOMELESSNESS SUNDAY

10.30am Morning Worship in Church and on Zoom led by our
Stewards and members of the congregation

Sunday 1" HARVEST FESTIVAL / PRISONS SUNDAY

10.30am All Age Worship in Church and on Zoom led by
Revd Patrick Kandeh followed by Bring & Share Lunch

Sunday 18 FREEDOM SUNDAY

9.30am Breakfast Church in Church and on Zoom led by
Deacon Al Henry

4.00pm Local Preacher Accreditation Service at Christ Church

24/25 OCTOBER - CLOCKS GO BACK OVERNIGHT

Sunday 25 BIBLE SUNDAY

10.30am Holy Communion in Church and on Zoom led by
Revd Gyula Fiak (retiring collection for the Church
Benevolence Fund)

Christ Church worship normally takes place at 10.30am on Sundays in Church or
via Zoom - the links are on the email sending out the weekly Keeping in Touch sheet. If
you worship by landline and wish to join a breakout group following the service,
please remember to unmute yourself just before the end of the service by keying in
*6 on your telephone. It’s not possible to unmute yourself once you’re in a
breakout group. You can listen to previous services via the Christ Church website and
also view ‘special’ services: https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship
Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are available. If you would like to
receive a weekly CD, please contact Adrian Pickett/Andrew Thynne.

Also on Sunday mornings, Early prayers are offered weekly at 9.05am for half an hour on
Zoom. If you would like to join in, please see the link in the email which is sent with the
Keeping in Touch sheet.

Cafe Worship will not meet in October. The next meeting will be on Sunday 22
November at 5.00pm — in church or via Zoom. There is a new Café Worship specific
zoom link which will be sent out with the Keeping in Touch sheet email.

Welcome to the October 2026 edition. We hope you enjoy reading the magazine.
Suggestions to Fiona please on 020 8654 1296 / bingham144@hotmail.com. Please note
that opinions expressed in articles are personal to the authors and may not be endorsed by
the editors.

COPY DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER EDITION by SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER by email to
ccmamagazine@hotmail.com. Requests for email version to above address.

Thanks as always to all contributors.  Editorial team
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OCTOBER DIARY

Thursday 1 Film Night at Shirley Methodist Church
7.15pm

Saturday 3 Relax and Create Handicrafts

12 noon-5pm

Mondays 512,19 | Stay & Play for 0-5 year olds and their carers
9.30-11.30

Wednesday 7 SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION

7.45 for 8.00pm Worship Consultation

Friday 9 Pastoral Group

10.30am

Saturday 10 Monthly Coffee Morning, with the opportunity to
10.30am-noon donate to the Salvation Army Foodbank
Friday 16 Bible Study

10.30-12 noon

Tuesday 20 Breadmaking at Shirley Methodist Church
9.30-12.30

Saturday 24 Circuit Prayer Breakfast — venue tba
10.00am

The Church Resources Exhibition is on 14 and 15 October at
Sandown Park, Esher KT10 9 AJ — www.Creonline.co.uk
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

As the days shorten in autumn, we remember in our
hearts and prayers all those who are settling down to
the next stage in their education, to new jobs or the
prospect of other big changes in their lives. We pray for
Paul Parkinson who will be accredited as a Local Preacher on 18 October,
joining the merry band of Circuit Local Preachers.

On the same day, Deacon Al will be leading us at Breakfast Church at
9.30am so we hope you will be able to come along to that.

We wish all those celebrating birthdays our very best wishes and with
half-term speedily coming up, we wish all those taking a break a very
happy time.

Lastly but by no means least, we remember all those who are going
through difficult times, physically, mentally or emotionally, and pray that
they will be comforted by our loving God.

Please phone/send any family news to Fiona Assaly: bingham144@hotmail.com. We want to
make sure our prayers are offered for all our friends. Do remember the prayer chain — contact me
if you would like to include anyone on the prayer chain but remember to ask their (or a family
member’s) permission first.

RELAX AND CREATE

will meet on Saturday 3 October

from 12 noon-5.00pm in the Fellowship
Hall for you to practise and enjoy your
handicrafts, receive a warm welcome — and
a cuppa. (Donation - £5 per session)

|
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Following the Harvest Festival service on
Sunday 11 October, we will be having a Bring
and Share Lunch. Please do stay to enjoy a
special time at Harvest together.
I
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Letter from our Superintendent Minister,
Revd Richard Grocott

Autumn leaves

‘Happy is the one whose delight in the Lord, He is like a tree
planted beside water channels; it yields its fruit in season and its
foliage never fades.” (Psalm 1:1 - 3)

Dear Friends,

This year, we have had one of the hottest summers on record in the
UK. We went for almost two months with hardly a drop of rain. The

ground became scorched, grass turned brown, flowers and bushes

withered. Farmers struggled to feed their livestock and many crops

withered. The rivers and reservoirs became so dangerously low that
most parts of the country were declared to be in drought.

As | write this article, the rains have at last arrived, and already my
garden lawn is showing signs of green life again. Though I'm told that
the hose pipe ban is likely to stay in place for some time to come!

| actually love the changing of the seasons.The end of summer, now
gives way to autumn, one of the most beautiful seasons of the years.
Surely, the most spectacular symbols of autumn are those gorgeous
autumn tree colours. Look around you and soon you will see our trees
turn from green to colours of gold, amber, bright red and a profusion
of other colours. A walk through the woods on a sunny autumn day
can be very rewarding and exhilarating. | thoroughly recommend it!

Inevitably, as the season goes on, this beautiful foliage falls to the
ground where it begins to rot and loose all of its colour. Scripture
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often uses the analogy of horticulture and falling leaves to describe
the transient nature of the world in which we live. We are told that all
of us will one day be like those falling leaves which pass from this
world. Yet the Psalm | quoted above strikes a rather different note.
The righteous man or woman we are told is like a mighty tree, planted
in the right place where it is well watered, he or she producing great
fruit and like an evergreen tree, never losing its foliage. | would
suggest that the foliage in question here are the fruits of faith, fruits
such as love, peace and faith.These are fruits that come from a life
spent close to God and they are fruits which continue to give life and
sustenance to our world long after we pass away.

As we enter the autumn season, as we return to tasks we had put
aside over the summer months, | pray that the good Lord will give us
all the strength and wisdom to work for those fruits that endure
forever and build God’s kingdom here on earth.

Yours sincerely, Zictard

i
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Open Air Service at
The Wilderness

Dear Friends,

| think we’ve had a very exciting few years in our section of the Circuit
with many innovations taking place. Richard and Al have challenged
us with new ideas including Breakfast Church, Breadmaking sessions,
film nights, prayer spirals and a carnival, amongst many other things.

We can’t forget activities in the Hall Grange Wilderness including a
light festival in November and the Good Friday experience. The latest
of these innovations happened at the end of August as Addington,
Christ Church and Shirley churches gathered for a joint openair
service in the Wilderness on the theme of Creation, led by Al. This
was a wonderful worship experience in which we sang, prayed,
reflected and wandered around the lovely space to find various
activities to help us think about creation and prayer. We planted
bulbs, wrote prayers on leaves and created a collage with leaves and
natural objects we found in the garden. The frisbee prayers were very
popular and we were also encouraged to think about forgiveness.

It was an opportunity to worship God in creation and to extend our
relationships with each other and renew old acquaintances.
Altogether it was a wonderful experience. On top of that, it didn’t
rain. The last few years have reminded me that we shouldn’t be afraid
of trying something new and amazing things can be achieved if we
run with an idea and do it together.

Thanks to everyone who took part in the Wilderness Service, Al, the
worship group, readers, stewards and those who set up, the station
enablers, the tech people and of course the people who provided the
refreshments at the end.

If you have an idea for something new, don’t dismiss it, share it. It
may just turn out to be the next thing.

God Bless, Pam Clews.



See the weekly Keeping in Touch sheet
for updates or email me.

There is a new Café Worship specific zoom link
which will be sent out with the Keeping in
Touch sheet email

CAFE WORSHIP

If you haven’t been before
come along and give it a try

There will be no meeting in October as Paul Parkinson’s Local
Preacher’s accreditation service is taking place on 18 October at
4.00pm.

The next meeting will be held on 22 November at 5.00pm.

Hybrid Cafe Worship
Join us on zoom or at church
Everyone can be part of it.

We welcome people of all ages for
an informal hour of worship and fellowship
Bring & Share refreshments

Wendy Thompson
T T T

BIBLE STUDY

Our next Bible study at Christ Church is on Friday
16 October from 10.30-12 noon in the Church
Lounge. All are very welcome to a fascinating and
thoughtful morning’s discussion on Joseph.




TWO POPULAR EVENTS AT
SHIRLEY METHODIST CHURCH

FILM NIGHT

Thursday 1 October
7.15pm start in the Lounge

BREAD MAKING

Tuesday 20 October

9.30am-12.30pm in the Corner Room.

No experience needed. Beginners welcome.
Everything is provided.

SOME NOVEMBER DATES

Sunday 1 In Loving Memory service at Christ Church
4.00pm

Mondays 2,9,16,23 | Stay & Play for 0-5 year olds and their carers
9.30-11.30 30

Thursday 5 Film Night at Shirley Methodist Church
7.15pm

Saturday 7 Relax and Create Handicrafts

12 noon-5pm

Sunday 8 Remembrance Sunday - All Age Worship and Parade led
10.30am by Revd Patrick Kandeh

Saturday 14 Monthly Coffee Morning, with the opportunity to
10.30am-noon donate to the Salvation Army Foodbank

Tuesday 17 Breadmaking at Shirley Methodist Church

9.30-12.30

Friday 20 Bible Study

10.30-12 noon

Sunday 29 Circuit Advent Service at Shirley Methodist Church
6.00pm




Responsibilities

As an only child in the years of WW2, the
responsibility of learning to tie the laces on my shoes was
an early step. I was also motivated to teach myself to
swim because I was keen to become a sailor. I was slow
but managed on one memorable day to swim confidently
among the small waves of an incoming tide; from then on,
I never looked back.

Boys of my generation cycled everywhere, so
learning basic safety rules was another early
responsibility. However, when I approached my 18t
birthday I travelled facing Wales alone. Yet within 24
hours I began to think like an adult; finding digs and
looking for a job. The war had ended and jobs were
plentiful. I found a garage and I was taken on by a
demobbed serviceman willing to be patient who enjoyed
teaching me. It was a mucky and oily job but I learned
quickly. In my spare time I learned to be responsible for
myself. Then within 18 months, I joined the RAF as a
regular for five years.

The military was, and is, full of people from
complicated families who saw clothes, food and
accommodation as a relief from the responsibility of
everyday living. Then for me, there were responsibilities
ahead I had never considered. After square-bashing and
technical training, I arrived to join a team servicing a
giant B29 bomber, one of four in our squadron on loan
from the USA.




Very quickly a new responsibility caught up with me.
Overnight I faced the truth that ‘There are no garages in
the sky’. Every job I did, no matter how simple, like
refuelling, could have been deadly to those who flew in
our plane - wing tanks filled out of balance, and so on. My
superiors, aware of this, insisted that each one of us in
the ground crew team must sign on paper exactly what
job we had done. That was a big responsibility! The
thirteen-man crew who then flew faced even more
responsibilities themselves.

In 1945 a B29 identical to ours was tasked to drop
the first two new Atomic Bombs over Japan. What a
responsibility and one shared by the end-of-war new
President Harry S Truman, who had taken over from
Teddy Roosevelt; clearly a world changing responsibility!
Today the Captains of our Nuclear Submarines go to sea
with the responsibility of launching nuclear missiles if a
national emergency develops while they are at sea. Wow!
Responsibilities come in all sizes.

Rex
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THE BIBLE

500 years ago William Tyndale translated the Bible from Latin into
English to make it easier for people to read it in a language they
understood. At the time most people had to wait for priests to
explain it to them. More translations followed over the years to
keep the language up to date for current readers.

The latest English version is —
EasyEnglish Bible www.easyenglish.bible Their website says:

The EasyEnglish Bible is an easy Bible to
read and understand in simple modern
English. It is based on a vocabulary of
1200 common English words.

It is a “meaning-for-meaning” translation
- not “word-for-word”. We have
translated the meaning of the original
message as clearly and accurately as we
can in plain English.

We have changed the order of words if
that makes the meaning clearer in
English.

The full text is available online together with study materials.

(Thank you for this article, Wendy)
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Southend Lights

During the autumn half-term
holidays in 1947, my parents told
me we were all going on a special
treat. We went up to London by
train and then by bus to another
station. | thought we were going to Leicester to see Auntie Edie and
Uncle Len, who looked after me when | was evacuated. | had not
seen them for 2% years but letters went back and forth and
presents at Christmas and birthdays. But no, we were going on a
train to Southend to see the famous lights, the first year that the
lights had been back on since the 2" World War. During the War,
blackout curtains were everywhere and every chink of light would
be spotted by the air raid wardens. There were very few cars or
bikes on the road and they had to keep lights very low.

We arrived as it was getting dark so we went to Lyons Restaurant
for fish and chips. This was available all through the War as it was
not rationed! Eating out was a real treat. When | went shopping
with Mum, we sometimes stopped for a cup of tea and a squash
for me.

That evening we went to the Front. The sea was out (and it goes
out a long way in Southend!). The lights were amazing. We walked
all along the Front and went by train on the very long pier. The
view of the Front from the pier was spectacular and the lights were
all along the pier as well. We arrived home very late after this
amazing day. It was not my first glimpse of the sea that year as we
had been to Sunshine Holiday Camps on Hayling Island for two
weeks in the summer.

| have always loved the sea and had several holidays with Carl by
the sea. To begin with, he was not used to the sea but after a
couple of weeks, he was converted and he loved the way the sea is

always changing. Sheila Szzvanowski
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Methodist Magician’s Spellbinding lllusions

A Methodist preacher is combining
sermons from the pulpit with
performing spellbinding illusions as one
of the UK’s top magicians.

Bronwyn Coveney, who works under the
stage name Bron lvy, is a member of the
prestigious Magic Circle and has
performed on some of Britain’s biggest
stages. But, for Bron, the magicis also
to be found in helping the work of
Teddington Methodist Circuit in Surrey
where she serves as a local nreacher.

While she is keen to stress that she does not replicate the famous
miracles of Jesus, she does use her magic to share enduring messages
with churches and congregations about God'’s love or to illustrate some
of the Lord’s Parables.

Bron, who moved to East Molesey, Surrey with her husband following
her studies at Lincoln University, said she first found her calling in
preaching before a Damascene moment where she learnt the art of
stage magic. She said: “I came to faith, fully and truly, in my teens,
around the time | started university. | really started to connect with my
faith on a much more personal level.

“My husband and | got married a year after we left Uni, he was a cradle
Methodist, so when we were thinking about churches years down the
line after we’d moved loads, we fell into East Molesey Methodist Church,
which is our local church.

“One day | felt the call to preach as well. | became accredited in 2022.
“I'love preaching, it feels like the right place to be, and | guess that’s
what it should feel like when you’re called to do something.

“Magic came a lot later than faith. Somebody told me about a creative
ministries festival called the European Puppetry and Creative Ministries

Festival, it's now been shortened to ‘Equip’. “People were sharing the
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Gospel using puppets — not in a cheesy way, but doing these massive
puppet dance numbers. People were using science experiments, doing
balloon modelling magic, and juggling, all to share the love of Jesus.
“The magic really stuck and | started doing it for the likes of community
outreach and holiday clubs as part of my work with the Methodist
Church.”

From there, Bron’s ambitions continued to soar and she saw success
after success in the world of magic, meeting her heroes and eventually
becoming part of the secretive Magic Circle — an exclusive club of the
world’s best magicians. She said: “My roots in magic were very much
around using magic to share a Bible story. | joined South London Magic
Society, and it all snowballed from there.

“We have quite a lot of members of our club who are members of the
Magic Circle and someone suggested | should think about joining. |
became an apprentice — which is a year’s learning period —and | just
loved being around these other magicians.

“I'had my Magic Circle exam in 2023 —in the Magic Circle there are three
levels of membership. The base standard is ‘Member of the Magic Circle’,
which most people get their exam in. The highest level you can get by
exam is ‘Associate Member of the Inner Magic Circle’, which means you
are a higher rank within the club — you get a different badge, with a silver
star for performance.

“I did well in the exam and was promoted immediately to 'Associate
Member of the Inner Magic Circle’, which was crazy. | was only one of
three people who did it that year and worldwide | think there are only
300 people at that level.

“There are so many things that have happened that sometimes it feels
like a dream, very surreal.”

Bron has since picked up awards including the Family Entertainer of the
Year award — she is the first woman in the history of the competition to
win. But outside the tricks, does Bron see much crossover between her
magic and her preaching? She said: “There is something important you
can have with magic, you can have a story and you can have a powerful
message. “I realised there is a lot of crossover between preaching and
magic.
15



“When I’'m preparing a new show, or when I’'m writing a sermon, the
people | consider are the people in the audience who are hurting.

“My preaching is based on ‘Who is the person in the congregation who
needs a hug with words?’, “‘Who needs to know that God is here and with
them?’

“It can make preaching a challenge for people emotionally, but
sometimes we need to be challenged in different ways. Even just to say
‘it is ok to feel like this’” and that ‘you are still loved by God'.
“Obviously magic is a different thing but | do still think ‘Who is this
person in the audience who is maybe going through something awful?’

x
iy

&There is a history in magic of a ‘them’ verses ‘us’ in terms of the
magician and the audience. In my magic I’'m trying to drop that dynamic
and make it more that we’re all together in this.

“In magic, | don’t mind going off-script a bit, but in my preaching | like to
be concise. People at a magic show are happy with the extra patter but if
you overrun on Sunday morning people are thinking ‘l want to get home
for my roast dinner.” “I try and keep to a script when I’'m preaching. |
want to make sure that every reflection on the scripture I’'m preaching
on is shared. | don’t want to miss out anything important or dilute the

importance of Christ in our lives by saying too much.”
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Bron said she is happy to offer ‘Gospel illusion’ to spread the message of
Jesus and that she often gets visible and emotional reactions from her
crowd. She said: “Gospel illusion, or Gospel magic, is for anyone. I'm very
happy to offer whatever people want when they ask for Gospel magic or
Gospel illusion. “Gospel illusion is really just a magic show with a Gospel
message. It is using magic to enhance the message you are trying to
share. “That can be by using magic to enhance a story — for example,
taking one of Jesus’ parables and using magic to give a visual for the
story. Or you can use magic to bring home a message you want people to
take from it and essentially preach.

“There are things | am very careful not to do — | won’t turn water into
wine for example. | won’t ever replicate any of Jesus’ miracles because |
don’t perform miracles, | perform magic. Jesus is the miracle worker —
I’'m not. “When I’'m doing the parable of the lost sheep, | have a board
with an arrow on both sides. The arrows represent the direction the
sheep travels in. They point one way, the other, and up and down and go
a little bit haywire.

“There are lots of very clear things in magic where an object, such as a
newspaper, is broken and then restored again. There are small things,
like coins, that disappear — which is a great illustration for Jesus taking
away our sins — or soft, red balls that multiply. “Kids were really
connecting with it. It wasn’t just ‘we’re hearing this story’, they thought
‘wow, this is exciting” and they wanted to see more. It was a real eye-
opener in how powerful magic was in sharing the Gospel.

“The challenge with Gospel illusion is that everything needs to be strong,
and the message needs to be stronger than the magic. The magic is just
there to give an illustration — what matters most in Gospel magic is the
Gospel.

“My favourite reaction is when people feel visibly emotional about it,
because it isn’t the magic that is doing that, it’s the message they are
responding to.”

(via Google)
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This year marks 750 years of Surrey Street Market, and we’re celebrating
with a new public mural. Working with local people, we’ve also created a
new seven metre gateway for the market inspired by its new branding as
part of the wider Surrey Street project, helping to welcome more visitors
and support local traders and businesses.

The market is one of the oldest in Britain and was formally established
through a Royal Charter. Information panels on the gateway celebrate
this rich history, with more heritage displays and directional signs
planned as the project continues. Decorative tiles around the base of the
gateway feature the market’s new branding, which was created by Bob
Design after working with students from Croydon School of Art. The
designs were inspired by the colourful fruit and vegetables sold at the
market, as well as local landmarks including the former Grants
department store, the distinctive brickwork of the pumping station and
the Victorian drinking fountain that was restored last year.

John Hickman, of local history group Croydon Natural History and
Scientific Society, said: “There’s been a market here for a very long time
and we got involved to contribute towards the conservation of this
marvellous area. The elements of the arch can be found in Surrey Street,
which makes it unusual. This is just the beginning of things that are going
to happen in Surrey Street over the next two or three years.”

The gateway and the resurfacing of Overton’s Yard, making access easier

for traders, mark the first phase of the project. Further improvements

include a Surrey Street sign at the northern entrance and new trees and
18
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shaded seating areas. Traders will benefit from practical upgrades,
including new anchor points for gazebos and improved power supplies.
Community events are also helping attract more people to the market.

The £4.4m Amplifying Surrey Street project is supported by £3m from
the Croydon Growth Zone, a long-term partnership between Croydon
Council and the Greater London Authority that reinvests business rates
into town centre regeneration. The project has also received £814,000
through the Mayor of London’s Civic Partnership Programme, following a
successful bid by the Council.

From “Your Croydon’ published by Croydon Council
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church

Sundays
09.05 Time for quiet prayer (WhatsApp)
10.10 Songs for Worship (2" Sun) Karen Taylor 07971 687567
10.30 Morning Service (All Age 2" Sun)
10.30 Holy Communion (4t Sun)
10.30 Junior Church / Youth Fellowship
17.00 Cafe Worship (3 Sun) Wendy Thompson 020 8656 4287
Thursdays
18.30 Guides and Brownies
Combined Unit guides.4thaddiscombe@hotmail.co.uk
Minister Revd Patrick Kandeh |020 8654 5481
Deacon Minister Deacon Al Henry 07311 390627
Church Stewards Andrew Thynne 020 8656 5744
Emma Guest 07809 443976
Alex St John 07973 938095
Karen Taylor 07971 687567
Room Bookings lettings@christchurchmeth.org.uk
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